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Kevin Ford’s first exhibition at Kate Werble, Soft Ghosts, introduces a group of paintings that depict
blurred objects set against monochromatic backdrops. Ford’s works have a quick appeal with their vibrant
Day-Glo colors and visually elusive images of notebooks, outlets, vases, and fingers, but the immediate
satisfaction of recognition dissipates without further pictorial details. In this way, the exhibition acts as a
visual catalogue of obscured objects, collecting the perception of things without revealing the thing itself.
Ford’s paintings are an economical combination of delicate brushwork and loose airbrushing. The spray
gun sends an atomized acrylic paint cloud that shifts from gas to liquid on the surface of the painting,
capturing the fluid flux of movement and memorializing it. There is painting over, wiping out, and addition,
leaving a sense that something is hidden beneath the matte surface.
The rapid circulation of images in our digital era flattens meaning. A meme on the internet occupies the
same space as an image of an historical painting, an official government declaration, or a news headline.
Similarly, Ford’s paintings give equal weight to the humble and the grand while highlighting the tension
between documentation and illegibility. The works together are a cluster of “afterimages,” the snapshots
that remain in one’s retina after the thing itself goes away.
Soft Ghosts reveals a very real distinction between clarity and reality, reinforcing how to look at a
painting, and why it’s worth looking at all. Perhaps an age-old idea holds true: part of seeing is actually
not seeing.
Kevin Ford (b. 1975, Stamford, Connecticut) received his BFA in Painting from Boston University and his
MFA from Yale. He has held recent solo exhibitions at TOPS Gallery, Memphis, TN, and Lukasc Gallery
at Fairfield University, Fairfield, CT. His work has been included in group exhibitions at Essex Flowers,
NY, Casey Kaplan Gallery, NY, The Islip Art Museum, NY, Tops Gallery, TN, Lehman College Art Gallery,
NY, Fingesten Gallery at Pace University, NY, Allen Gallery, NY, NYIT Art Gallery, NY, Slocumb Gallery,
at ETSU, TN, Silvermine Gallery, CT, Firehouse Gallery, VT, Glass Mountain Gallery, CT, among others.
His work has been featured in V Magazine, included in the book Artists II, published by Steidl, and has
been reviewed in Artforum and The New York Times, among other publications. He currently lives and
works in Connecticut.

