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Group shows are a staple of the New York gallery scene, but right now they are not only more 
plentiful than usual, they are especially good. The 15 group shows reviewed or mentioned here 
form a welcome antidote to the deluge of monolithic, big-name, single-artist shows that have 
drawn most of the air in the art world over the last year. They take us to a place where money is 
not king and give us small snapshots from the gigantic disorderly sprawl that is contemporary art. 
These shows often represent dealers, their gallery directors or invited curators — usually artists 
or critics — thinking slightly or very outside the box, putting together disparate works often by 
younger or lesser-known artists, in new and illuminating combinations. The dizzying bounty here 
reveals not only the elastic nature of the words “art” and “artist” but also of the group-show format 
itself. 
 
 
GROUP SHOW AS TRIAL BALLOON 
 
Group shows are often a chance for art galleries to expand or redirect their focus. This happens 
subtly at the Kate Werble Gallery in SoHo. In the well-named show “Quiet Tremors,” the 
gallery’s somewhat Minimalist aesthetic is maintained, but this is the first time in its six-year 
history that the gallery has featured paintings. Just as subtly, the show makes a good case for 
that understated, overtouted abstract painting based on unusual materials or processes. William 
Latta uses painting and polymer to form dark, bulging surfaces that are muscular and lavalike. 
Ulrike Müller fashions her small, gleaming geometries from baked enamel on steel. Davide Balula 
makes textured tondos by alternately soaking in water and drying out factory-primed linen until its 
white coating starts flaking off. Alison Hall, Kristen Van Deventer and David Schutter further 
enlarge the gallery’s purview. (83 Vandam Street, near Hudson Street, through Feb. 21) 
 
 


